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Abstract

Statistical language modeling plays an important role in a state-of-the-art language processing system, such as speech
recognizer, spelling checker, etc. The most used language model (LM) is word n-gram model, which needs sentences
annotated with word boundary information. In this paper, we present a method to build a language model directly
from a raw corpus. In the experiments, we estimated an LM from newspaper articles, interpolated it with an LM
built from a relatively small segmented corpus, and tested it in an input method in Japanese. An input method

based on our method eliminated about 15% of the errors in a baseline model.
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